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02 December, 2016 

ODFW Commission meeting December 02, 2016 

RE: Public Testimony, 2017 Big Game Regulations 

User group growth, Traditional Archery  

 

Chair Finley, Members of the Commission, Director Melcher, for the record, my name is Carson 

Brown, Secretary, TRADITIONAL ARCHERS OF OREGON (TAO). 

 

TAO continues to invest in activities where we promote and instruct traditional equipment usage 

for people having strong interest in shooting the long bow and recurve bow.  As illustrated 

through TAO’s sponsorship of the OREGON ARCHERY HERITAGE MUSEUM, Oregon’s 

incredibly rich bowhunting heritage rivals that of any state in the United States.  One of the 

original purposes for forming TAO was to ensure traditional equipment was not forgotten with 

the proliferation of modern archery - that was 1984.  Over the years, you have graciously listened 

to our previous testimonies where TAO has related how continued adoption of mechanical and 

technological improvements have greatly increased advantage to the hunter and the overriding 

concern of our membership being continued loss of opportunity in the field. 

 

Today I am providing testimony on behalf of a TAO committee charged with the objective to 

further the role of Traditional Archery as a management tool that would provide opportunity 

while minimizing resource impact.  The committee members are experienced archery hunters, 

with knowledge of big game regulations and Oregon archery history.   

 

The major objectives outlined by the committee: 

1) Recognize and grow traditional archers as a user group and that our choice in equipment 

provides more opportunity with less resource impact. 

2) To support that notion, add archery tackle details to the MANDATORY HUNTER 

REPORTING SYSTEM (DO YOU USE:  ☐ COMPOUND BOW or ☐RECURVE/LONG BOW?). 

3) Introduce HISTORIC traditional archery opportunities from the 1970’s such as the PINE 

GROVE deer hunt and MT EMILY deer and elk to provide a quality archery hunting 

experience for those willing to take the challenge. 

4) Further the definition of Traditional Archery equipment for use in “Historic Traditional 

Archery” opportunities as referenced in the TAO Equipment Policy. 

5) Hunt tag equivalency with long overdue recognition that Traditional Archery is to 

Modern Archery as Muzzleloaders are to Modern Rifles. 

 

Realizing we cannot provide specifics in this testimony, please reference the attached concepts.  

What we are requesting today is allocation of staff resources to work directly with this 

committee to develop regulation specifics which will further the recognition of Traditional 

Archery.  We firmly believe the result will be a long-term win-win for Oregon archery hunters, 

the resource itself and ODFW tag/permit generated revenue.  Our goal is to incorporate 

developed regulations as early as 2017 big game regulation release. 

 

For TAO Committee Members: Kevin Thompson. Mike Treat, Walt Miller, Rich Thompson, Jim 

Akenson, Chuck “Windy” Lynde 

 

Kevin Thompson 

 
President, Traditional Archers of Oregon    cc: Carson Brown 



 

 

Visit our website at www.taoregon.com 

 

 

 

PINE GROVE / WHITE RIVER 

HISTORIC – HERITAGE 

TRADITIONAL ARCHERY HUNT 
 

- Suggested Open Area: White River Big Game Management Unit 

- Season Dates, Tag #’s and specific details T.B.D. in body of 

work by ODFW Staff/TAO committee. 
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Traditional Archery is to Modern Archery as 

Muzzleloaders are to Modern Rifles. 

 
 

Expand Archery legal hunting method to: 

1) Modern Archery Equipment 

2) Traditional Archery Equipment* 

 

* Traditional Archers of Oregon “Hunting & 

Hunting Equipment” policy.  See attached 

document.  

Expand from 2 Traditional Archery only hunts 

(Canyon Creek and Trout Creek) -  

equivalency where feasible; 

- Muzzleloader Deer: 23 hunts, 2934 tags 

- Muzzleloader Elk; 15 hunts, 2570 tags 

- Muzzleloader Antelope; 6 hunts, 166 tags 

With recent wildfire damage to both current traditional archery 

hunting areas in Oregon, the TAO membership has been vocal 

regarding consideration of more traditional archery hunting 

opportunity. 
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MANDATORY HUNTER REPORTING SYSTEM 

 

Add archery tackle details to MANDATORY HUNTER 

REPORTING SYSTEM  
DO YOU USE:  

 ☐ COMPOUND BOW  

 ☐ RECURVE BOW or LONG BOW 
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TRADITIONAL ARCHERS OF OREGON 
POLICIES & PRACTICES 

 

TITLE: Hunting & Hunting Equipment 

 
PURPOSE: To define & promote weapons restrictions for traditional archery 

equipment used for traditional archery hunts 

REVISED: 1 July, 2009 

 

Discussion: 

Technological advancements in archery equipment have increased hunter efficiency and are 

changing the way many people hunt. Improvements to bows, arrows and related accessories have 

increased the distance at which game can be taken.  

 

Most of the currently available bows and archery equipment increase hunter efficiency resulting 

greater impacts on game populations. As hunter effectiveness increases, wildlife managers must 

consider either: restricting technology, reducing opportunities (tag numbers or season length) or 

both, to maintain populations and meet targeted herd composition ratios. 

 

As wildlife manager’s struggle with dwindling resources, the Traditional Archers of Oregon 

recognize that rules limiting the effectiveness of the hunter and/or equipment should be adopted 

and implemented in the future. 

 

Related Documents: 

Current Big Game Regulations published by the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife. 

 

Definitions: 

Bows: 

1. The use of longbows, Recurve and primitive self bows only. 

2. All must be of wood or a wood fiberglass composite. 

3. Draw weight minimum of 40# for deer, antelope, bear & cougar and 50# for elk, 

sheep & mountain goats in accordance with the hunting synopsis. 

4. No sights will be fixed to the bow. 

5. Bows will be finger released without the aid of a mechanical release. 

 

Arrows and Broadheads: 

1. The use of wood arrows only with fixed blade broadheads 7/8” wide and no barbed 

points. 

2. Arrows must weigh a minimum of 1 ounce (437.5 gr) for deer & antelope and 500 

grains for all other big game mammals. 

 


